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What is OPIS?What is OPIS?
(Offshore Pest Information System)(Offshore Pest Information System)

nn A structured, riskA structured, risk--focused process focused process 
nn Designed to:Designed to:

•• collect, collect, 
•• synthesize/analyze, synthesize/analyze, 
•• communicate and communicate and 
•• utilize relevant offshore pest information. utilize relevant offshore pest information. 

Conceived by stakeholder reviews of APHIS Conceived by stakeholder reviews of APHIS 
safeguarding system:safeguarding system:
nn Plant Safeguarding Review (1999)Plant Safeguarding Review (1999)
nn Animal Safeguarding Review (2001).Animal Safeguarding Review (2001).



Risk IdentificationRisk Identification
Offshore Pest Information SystemOffshore Pest Information System

Base safeguarding Base safeguarding 
decisions on riskdecisions on risk

Set safeguarding prioritiesSet safeguarding priorities

Identify foreign pests of Identify foreign pests of 
concern to U.S.concern to U.S.



Risk Management OptionsRisk Management Options
Monitoring target pest populations/pathways Monitoring target pest populations/pathways 

facilitates risk mitigationfacilitates risk mitigation

nn Deal effectively with status information:Deal effectively with status information:

•• PortPort--ofof--entry inspectionentry inspection

•• Domestic surveyDomestic survey

•• Phytosanitary policyPhytosanitary policy

•• Offshore mitigationOffshore mitigation



Cooperative EffortCooperative Effort

nn USDA APHIS USDA APHIS Plant Protection and QuarantinePlant Protection and Quarantine ––

ØØ information management of plant pests.information management of plant pests.

nn USDA APHIS USDA APHIS Veterinary ServicesVeterinary Services ––

ØØ information management of animal diseases.information management of animal diseases.

nn USDA APHIS USDA APHIS International ServicesInternational Services ––

•• information collection.information collection.

nn Foreign and Stateside plant and animal protection Foreign and Stateside plant and animal protection 

interests interests ––

ØØ information reporting.information reporting.



Elements and DesignElements and Design

1.1. CollectionCollection of Informationof Information
nn Changes in pest distribution patternsChanges in pest distribution patterns
nn Pest outbreaksPest outbreaks
nn New trade patterns, etc.New trade patterns, etc.

2.2. Synthesis/evaluationSynthesis/evaluation of information.of information.
3.3. Use or communicationUse or communication of information. of information. 
4.4. Research or data supportResearch or data support of system of system 

information.information.



OPIS Target Pest ListOPIS Target Pest List
nn Identifies exotic pests of greatest concern to the Identifies exotic pests of greatest concern to the 

U.S.U.S.

nn Focuses offshore information gathering efforts.Focuses offshore information gathering efforts.

nn international monitoring provides focus to APHIS international monitoring provides focus to APHIS 
safeguarding activities.safeguarding activities.

nn List is dynamicList is dynamic

ØØ Latest available scienceLatest available science

ØØ Current exotic pest statusCurrent exotic pest status

ØØ Existing or emerging pest pathways into U.S.Existing or emerging pest pathways into U.S.



OPIS Pest List DevelopmentOPIS Pest List Development
nn Regulated plant pests (plant)Regulated plant pests (plant)

nn Select Select bioterrorismbioterrorism agents (plant and animal)agents (plant and animal)

nn Input from professional scientific societies in U.S. Input from professional scientific societies in U.S. 
(plant)(plant)

nn CAPS survey priorities developed from 3CAPS survey priorities developed from 3--tiered tiered 
system (plant)system (plant)

nn Agricultural and horticultural industry groups (plant)Agricultural and horticultural industry groups (plant)

nn APHIS Veterinary Services Division (animal)APHIS Veterinary Services Division (animal)



PulvinariaPulvinaria polygonatapolygonataCottony citrus scaleCottony citrus scale

PlanchoniaPlanchonia stentaestentaeEuphorbia pit scaleEuphorbia pit scale

TrogodermaTrogoderma granariumgranariumKhapraKhapra beetlebeetle

ToxopteraToxoptera odinaeodinaeMango aphidMango aphid

SpodopteraSpodoptera littoralislittoralisEgyptian Egyptian cottonwormcottonworm

ScirtothripsScirtothrips dorsalisdorsalisCastor Castor thripsthrips

PlanococcusPlanococcus sppspp. (2). (2)Exotic Exotic mealybugsmealybugs

MetamasiusMetamasius sppspp..MetamasiusMetamasius weevilsweevils

LymantriaLymantria dispardisparGypsy moth Gypsy moth -- Asian strainAsian strain

LobesiaLobesia botranabotranaEuropean grape vine mothEuropean grape vine moth

HeteronychusHeteronychus aratoraratorBlack maize beetleBlack maize beetle

HelicoverpaHelicoverpa armigeraarmigeraOld world bollwormOld world bollworm

EpiphyasEpiphyas postvittanapostvittanaLight brown apple mothLight brown apple moth

CydiaCydia funebranafunebranaPlum fruit mothPlum fruit moth

CryptophlebiaCryptophlebia leucotretaleucotretaFalse codling mothFalse codling moth

CeroplastesCeroplastes sppspp. (2). (2)Exotic wax scalesExotic wax scales

CeratitisCeratitis capitatacapitataMediterranean fruit flyMediterranean fruit fly

BactroceraBactrocera sppspp. (2). (2)Exotic economic fruit fliesExotic economic fruit flies

AutographaAutographa gammagammaSilver Y mothSilver Y moth

AnoplophoraAnoplophora glabripennisglabripennisAsian Asian longhornedlonghorned beetlebeetle

AnastrephaAnastrepha sppspp. (7). (7)Exotic economic fruit fliesExotic economic fruit flies

AleurocanthusAleurocanthus spiniferusspiniferusSpiny Spiny blackflyblackfly

Preferred NamePreferred NameCommonNameCommonName

OPISOPIS
TargetTarget

Insect PestsInsect Pests
(November, 2003)(November, 2003)

ØØ 36 insects36 insects
ØØ 18 plant pathogens18 plant pathogens
ØØ 17 nematodes17 nematodes
ØØ 11 weeds11 weeds
ØØ 6 mollusks6 mollusks
ØØ 1 mite1 mite
ØØ 21 animal diseases21 animal diseases

110 Total Target Pests:



WebWeb--based Information based Information 
ManagementManagement

nn Designation of target pests.Designation of target pests.

nn Immediate electronic input of collected information.Immediate electronic input of collected information.

nn Pest alerts and news.Pest alerts and news.

nn Links to pest information through GPDD and other Links to pest information through GPDD and other 

sources:sources:

•• Geographic distributionGeographic distribution

•• Host commodities/materialHost commodities/material

•• Taxonomy and identificationTaxonomy and identification

•• OtherOther

nn Secure (and possibly some nonSecure (and possibly some non--secure) information.secure) information.



USDA APHIS
Offshore Pest Information System
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Pilot ProgramPilot Program
nn Three countries/regions:Three countries/regions:

CaribbeanCaribbean BrazilBrazil South AfricaSouth Africa

nn Safeguarding officer in each of three pilot areas; Safeguarding officer in each of three pilot areas; 
WinterWinter--Spring of 2003Spring of 2003--2004.2004.

nn If successful, expand to 51 other countries.If successful, expand to 51 other countries.

nn Pilot countries can monitor influx of new pests Pilot countries can monitor influx of new pests 
from outside their country/ region which could from outside their country/ region which could 
adversely impact their trade with U.S.adversely impact their trade with U.S.

nn Long term goal Long term goal –– U.S. assist with pest mitigation U.S. assist with pest mitigation 
offshore, offshore, beforebefore pest is exported to U.S.pest is exported to U.S.



Offshore Pest Information 
System


